x                                        PREFACE.

illustrate a notice of the " Portraits of John Ruskin," by
Mr. M. H.' Spielmann. Another portrait has been lent
by Mr. H. Jowett, Editor of Hazdfs Magazine, from the
photograph which Mr. Ruskin has considered the best
likeness of himself.

The framework of chronology into which all the details
so discovered had to be fitted, and which is given in brief
abstract in the Appendices, was mainly compiled, with
infinite labour and wide research, by Mr. Sydney C
Cockerell. To his care and generosity I am indebted for
the confidence with which I have been able to treat the
course of the story; and, while tacitly correcting errors
of date in previous publications, to assure the reader
that, whatever be the shortcomings of this work, its main
statements of fact are founded on the fullest attainable
evidence,, most carefully sifted and weighed.

Together with all students of Ruskin, 1 must express
great obligations to my former collaboratcur, the Editor
of Arrows of the Chace* On the Old Road> Ruskinictna,
etc., whose valuable work has paved the way to systematic
study of Mr. Ruskin's life and writings. Another im-
portant source has been the great Bibliography now
in progress; to its editors, Mr, T. J. Wise and Mr.
James P. Smart, jun., I owe not only private help, hut
permission to abstract from their exhaustive work the
condensed bibliography which will be found in the
Appendices.

In the compilation of the Catalogue of Mr. Ruskin's
dated drawings, which is also a mere abridgment of fulleraits by Northcote and Rich-
